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Location: Presque Isle State Park 

Date: July 19, 1993 

American A vocet 
Recurvirostra americana 

Time: 8:00 AM to at least 9:00 AM 

Weather: Cloudy, occasional light shower, wind southwesterly to less than 10 mph 

Observer: Jerry McWilliams 

Optics: Zeiss 10 X 40 Binocular and Kowa TSN Spotting Scope from 25X to SOX. 

Viewing distance: minimum of 130 feet. 

Details of sighting and description: I was counting and identifying shorebirds at Gull Point 

for the International Shorebird Survey when a call was heard from behind me which I 

describe as sounding like klee-klee-klee-klee-klee-klee-klee-klee-klee-klee. Several call 

notes evenly spaced that resembled the call notes of Greater Yell ow legs (Tringa 

melanoleuca) except not as loud and ringing. I turned around to see 4 large Whimbrel 

(Numenius phaeopus) sized shorebirds at eye level flying in from the lake in a 

southwesterly direction. The black and white pattern of the wings, outstretched orange

brown head and neck, long thin recurved bill, and long trailing blue-gray legs readily 

identified the birds as American A vocet. They circled a small pool at the eastern end of 

Gull Point 3 or 4 times before landing in the pool at the southwest comer. They stood still 

facing the wind for 10 to 15 minutes before deciding to feed which they continued to do for 

45 minutes to an hour, picking food from the bottom of the pool in yellowlegs fashion 

rather than sweeping their bills from side to side. After feeding they bathed, preened, and 

then laid their bills over their backs and rested. Three of the birds had brighter colored 

heads and necks than the 4th bird. The 4th bird had a straighter bill then the other 3 birds 

indicating that it was probably a male. There was very little primary wear on any of the 

birds, but there was some evidence of wear on the tertials and the undersides of their necks 

appeared to be paler than the backs of their necks. See photographs. 
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Jerry McWilliams 



I Record No.:269-01-1993 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) 

Date of Sighting: 19 July 1993 to 19 July 1993 
Location: PRESQUE ISLE STATE PARK 
County: ERIE 
Observer(s): Jerry Mcwilliams 

Date of Submission: 1993 
Submitted by: Jerry Mcwilliams 
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO 

Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class ill Cla~s IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas X 
N. Pulcinella x 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes >:: 
G. McWilliams ~ 

P. Schwalbe ~ 
J. Skinner X 
TOTALS ·7 
DECISION >< 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ~ C ~. 
Date: r- ;2 ~- -9 tr 




